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Town Hall Music Festival 
Hits the Right Notes
Submitted by Tom Stack

Lafayette’s Town Hall Theatre 
will present the sixth annual 

Lafayette Community Music Fes-
tival, to be held on Saturday April 
16. 
	 Featured this year are Dream 
Posse, Stevie Coyle of Lafayette’s 
Mighty Fine Guitars, Garageland 
Rodeo, Reminisce, Hard Rain and 
the Town Hall Kids. 
	 The musicians donate their 
time and talents to the event, while 
performing 25-30 minute acoustic 
sets in a Bridge School-style for-

mat. 
	 “This event is a labor of love,” 
says Tom Stack, vice-president of 
Town Hall. “The musicians believe 
that live music and the arts need to 
be supported at all costs, and are 
willing to donate their time and 
considerable talents to that very 
cause.” 
	 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the 
music starts at 7:30 p.m. For more 
information on the festival, visit 
www.townhalltheatre.com.

From left, Ron Bruder and Pat Nevins perform at the 2015 Lafayette Com-
munity Music Festival.				      Photo provided

Good Fortune Smiles on 87-Year-Old 
When She Finally Meets Her TV Idols
By Cynthia Brian

Since the “Wheel of Fortune” 
TV show debuted in 1983, 

Alice Abruzzini has invited Pat 
Sajak and Vanna White into her 
family room for a half hour of fun 
and games every Monday through 
Friday between 7:30 and 8 p.m. 
Friends and family know not to call 
the octogenarian weekdays during 
that half hour or they’ll get this curt 
answer: “Sorry I can’t talk right 
now because I’m watching ‘Wheel 
of Fortune.’ Please call back later!” 
	 The top item on her bucket 
list for three decades has been to 
visit the set as part of the audi-
ence. Since she is 87, living in 
Northern California without any 
ties to the show, she was cer-
tain that was one bucket list item 
that would never be crossed out. 
	 But in November, Campolindo 
graduate Brian Rankin spent a day 
auditioning to be a contestant on 
“Wheel of Fortune.” At the end 
of the day, the casting director in-
formed him that if he was chosen 
it would probably take two years 
before a shoot date was selected. 
	 Exactly two weeks later, 
Brian’s phone rang and he was 
informed that not only had he 
been chosen to compete, but they 
needed him in the studio the fol-
lowing week. There were two ca-
veats: One, he could only bring 

four people as his audience cheer-
leaders; two, they had cast four 
people for three spots on the show. 
There was a 25 percent chance that 
he would not be this shoot date.
	 Besides his wife, Heather, and 
his mother, Joan (who is also a 
great fan), he knew that one of his 
choices had to be his grandmother-
in-law, Nonie: Alice Abruzzini. 
Nonie was ecstatic with the invita-
tion until she looked at her calendar 
and realized that she had already 
R.S.V.P’d “yes” to another impor-
tant family event. When you are 
the mother of five, grandmother of 
11, great grandmother to 10, and 
Nonie to everyone, juggling cel-
ebrations is cause for anxiety. With 
the rest of the family’s blessing 
and enthusiastic encouragement, 
Nonie set off for her Wheel of 
Fortune adventure in Los Angeles.
	 Fortunately Brian was cho-
sen as a contestant for that spe-
cific date and Nonie was able to 
live her dream, clapping, yell-
ing and cheering from the audi-
ence bleachers. She waved to 
Pat and Vanna and even had her 
photograph taken with them.
	 How did our local Mora-
ga contestant do? Tune in at 
7:30 on Monday, April 11 for 
the rest of the story…	

From Left: Joan Rankin, Heather Brittany Rankin, Brian Rankin, Vanna White, Alice Abruzzini, Pat Sajak and Cynthia 
Brian.							                       Photo Carol Kaelson, with permission

We did it again!

Lamorinda’s Trusted Choice for Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years of 
experience and receives extensive training through our Home Care Assistance
University. All applicants are thoroughly screened, including DOJ and FBI 
background checks and in-house finger-printing, and are matched to your 
family’s individual needs and preferences. 

Ongoing Client Care Management and Quality Assurance. We don’t just
match you to a caregiver! Our comprehensive care team is always there to check
in and ensure the highest quality of care. We are on call 24/7 for total peace of
mind and can even process long term care insurance for you!

The Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers the
Cognitive Therapeutics Method™, a research-backed activities program that 
promotes brain health, engagement and vitality in our clients...at no additional cost.

Call one of our Client Care Managers today for your free consultation.

Home Care Assistance was named ‘Best of Home Care 
2016’ by Home Care Pulse for yet another year!

925-233-6166
HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

B2

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/15/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Complete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette




